FOUR CRITICAL ACTIONS FOR SCHOOLS
Respondingto Incidents, Disclosures

and Suspicions of Child Abuse
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APPENDIX 1: Four Critical Actions for Schools

YOUMUST TAKE ACTION

i Az a school staff member, you play a eritical role in protecting childran in your cara,
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that a child has, oris at
risk of being abused.

tha 4 critical actions, as soon suspicion/reascnabla balief, Responding to Suspected
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child abuse lag. if the victim
or anather parson tells
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comprehensive notas.

* A reasonable belief Is a delfbarately low threshald, This enabias authorities to investigate and take action.

AN EMERGENCY

1 RESPONDING TO

2 REPORTING TO AUTHORITIES

CONTACTING
PARENTS/CARERS

PROVIDING
4 ONGOING

If thare is no risk of immediate
harm go to Action 2 /

If a child is at immediata risk of harm
you must ansure their safety by:

+ separating allaged victims

and othars involved
administering first aid
calling 000 for urgent medical
andfor police asslstance

o respond to immeadiate

health cr safety concarme
identifying a contact person at the
schoal for future laisonwith Police.

Whera necessary you may also
naad to maintain the integrity of
the potantial crims sozna and
presene evidance.

As soon as immediate health and safaty concams are addressad you must raport all incidents, suspicions and disclosures
of child abuse as soon as pessible. Failure to report physical and sexual child abuse may amount to a criminal offence.

I'— & Where does the source of suspected abuse come from? j

WITHIN THE SCHOOL

VICTORIA POLICE

You must ieport all instances of
suspacted child abuss involving a
school staff mamber, contractor
orveluntear to Victora Police.

You must also report Internally too

GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS
= School Principal and/
or leadarship team
+ Employsa Conduct Branch
+ DET Security Servicss Unit

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
+ School Principal and/
o leadsrship team
+ Diocesan education office

INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS
= School Principal and/
ar school chairperson

WITHIN THE FAMILY OR COMMUNITY

DHHS CHILD PROTECTION
You must report to DHHS

Child Protection if a child

is considered 1o e

+ innaad of protaction
frem child abuse

+ atrisk of being harmead (or has
been harmed) and the harm has
had, oris likely to have, a sarious
impact on the child's safaty,
stability or development.

VICTORIA POLICE

You must also raport all instances of
suspacted saxual abusa (including
grooming) to Victora Polica.

You must also report Internally to:
GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS
You must alse report to:

# School Principal and/or
leadarship team

« DET Sacurity Sarvices Unit

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
You must also report to

« School Principal and/or
leadarship team
+ Diocesan education office

INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS
You must also report to:

« School Principal and/or
chairperson

If you believa thata child is not subject to abuse, but you still hold
slgnificant concerns for theirwallbeing you must still act.

Thiz ray includa making a refarral or seeking advice from Child
FIRST {in circumstances whera the family are opan to recaiving
suppert), of to DHHS Child Protaction orVictoria Police.

Yeour Principal must consult

with DHHS Child Protection or

Wictoria Polics to detarmine what

information can be shared with

parants/carars. They may advise:

= motto contact the parants’
carer (g in circumstancas
wheara the parents are allegsd
1o have engaged in the abuss,
or the child is a mature minor
and does not wish for their
parent/carer to be contactad)

+ 1o contact the parants/carars and
provide agrasd information (this
must ba done as soon as possible,
praferably on the samea day of the
incidant, disclosure or suspicion).

CONTACT

DHHS CHILD PROTECTION

AREA
MNorth Division 1300 664 9777

South Division 1300 855 795

East Division 1300 360 391

Wast Division (Rural) 1800 076 599
Wast Division (Metrc) 1300 664 9777

AFTER HOURS

Aftar hours, wasksnds,
public holidays 131278

CHILD FIRST
wwwdhsvic.gov.au

VICTORIA POLICE
000 oryour local police station

SUPPORT

Your school must provide
support for children impactad

by abusa This should includa the
davelopmant of a Student Suppart
Fian in consulation withwallbeing
professionals. This is an essential part
of your duty of care requiremeants.
Strategiss may includs
development of a safety plan,
direct support and referral to
wallbaing professionals.

You must follow the Four Critical
Actions evary timayou bacoma
aware of a furthar instance or risk
of abusa. This includes reporting
new information to authorities.

DET SECURITY SERVICES UNIT
(03) 9689 6266

STUDENTINCIDENT
AND RECOVERY UNIT
(03) 9637 2934

EMPLOYEECONDUCTBRANCH
(03) 9637 26095

DIOCESAN OFFICE
Malboumns (03) 9267
Ballarat (03) 6337 7136
Sale (0315622 6600
Sandhurst (03) 5443 2377

INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS
VICTORIA
(03) 9826 7200



